TEAM CANADA 2026 — BRAND & MESSAGE PLATFORM
Theme: Mighty, Together
Sub-theme: Mighty Different. Mighty Together.

1. The Team Canada Narrative
Team Canada’s identity has always been built on one truth:
· We are a nation of many, made mighty by our togetherness.
Our athletes come from the largest geographic country in the Commonwealth, from hundreds of communities, dozens of languages, and a wide spectrum of cultures, identities, and lived experiences. Yet when they wear the maple leaf, they form something entirely unified, a singular expression of Canadian resilience, excellence, humility, and pride.
At the 2026 Commonwealth Games, a Games intentionally rebuilt around belonging, inclusion, sustainability and community, Team Canada’s story becomes even more powerful.
These reimagined Games create the perfect global stage for Canada to show the world what it truly means to be mighty together.

2. Theme Explanation “Mighty, Together”
A Team Strength Built From Collective Power
For Team Canada, Mighty, Together means:
· We are stronger because we stand for one another.
· We rise higher because we rise as one team — not as individuals in isolation.
· Our greatness is shared: between athletes, coaches, staff, families, supporters, and communities across Canada.
· Our unity is our competitive advantage.
It is the essence of our mission:
· Built on teamwork.
· Fueled by community.
· Elevated by shared purpose.
Core Messaging
· Team Canada: Mighty Different. Mighty Together.
· We succeed because we stand shoulder to shoulder.
· The power of the maple leaf is the power of the collective.
· Together is how Canadians become mighty.



3. Sub-Theme Explanation: “Mighty Different. Mighty Together”
Difference as an Expression of Canadian Identity
Canada is one of the most diverse nations on the planet.
Our athletes reflect:
· Different origins - Indigenous, settlers, newcomers, multigenerational.
· Different cultures, races, languages, and perceptions.
· Different genders and gender expressions.
· Different strengths - with Para athletes and able-bodied athletes competing side by side as equals.
· Different geographies - from big cities to small towns from coast to coast to coast.
· Different pathways to sport - community clubs, schools, grassroots programs, high-performance centres.
This difference is our strength - a uniquely Canadian kind of might.
Mighty Different. Mighty Together. communicates that:
· Canada’s diversity is not something we manage; it’s something we celebrate.
· Our athletes’ differences don’t separate us - they strengthen us.
· We prove that unity does not require sameness.
· We show the world that many identities can form one team, proudly and powerfully.
Core Messaging
· Our differences make us Canadian. Our unity makes us mighty.
· We are many stories woven into one maple leaf.
· Diverse in who we are. Unstoppable in what we do - together.

4. Team Canada 2026 Message Pillars
Pillar 1: A team where every athlete belongs 
Canada’s greatest strength is that every athlete, from every background, has a place on this team.
· Team Canada is built on inclusion — not as a policy, but as a national identity.
· Every athlete’s voice, identity, and lived experience enriches our team culture.
Messaging
· Belonging is how Canadian excellence begins.
· Every athlete. Every identity. Every story — welcome.


Pillar 2: A Team Driven by Community and Connection 
Canadian athletes are shaped by communities — hometowns, families, coaches, volunteers, clubs, and supporters.
· Team Canada represents millions of Canadians, not just the athletes on the field.
· When one of us competes, whole communities compete with us.
· Our unity reflects the spirit of a country built on coming together across distance and difference.
Messaging
· We carry our communities with us onto every field of play.
· From coast to coast to coast — we rise as one.

Pillar 3: A Team That Reflects Canada’s Diversity 
We reflect the Canada of today — multilayered, multicultural, multilingual, multi-ability.
· Canada’s diversity isn’t an add-on — it’s our DNA.
· Representing Canada means honouring all the cultures, identities, and perspectives that shape us.
· Side-by-side Para and able-bodied excellence is a powerful Canadian statement.
Messaging
· This is what Canadian sport looks like — many paths, one purpose.
· Our diversity writes our story; teamwork gives it power.

Pillar 4: A Team Built for a New Era of Sport 
Canada thrives when sport evolves — because our athletes are adaptable, resilient, and future-focused.
· The reimagined Games are a perfect match for a nation that embraces innovation.
· Canadian athletes excel under change and show leadership in new formats and challenges.
· We bring a modern, values-driven approach to global competition.
Messaging
· A new kind of Games meets a new kind of Canadian team.
· Resilient. Adaptable. Prepared for the future.




Core Team Canada Messaging 
We come from different places, different cultures, and different lived experiences. We speak many languages, represent many identities, and rise from every corner of this country. But when we wear the maple leaf, we become one team — Unified in spirit, powerful in purpose, and mighty together. This is Team Canada.
Mighty Different. Mighty Together.”

Social Applications
· Together is our competitive edge.
· Canadian by identity. Mighty by unity.
· Many identities. One maple leaf.
· Mighty hearts. Mighty minds. Mighty Canada.
· Difference makes us Canadian. Together makes us mighty.

Français
Thème officiels 
L’union fait la force
À utiliser systématiquement comme équivalent français de Mighty, Together.
 
Sous-thème (Française)
Différents, mais unis. Plus forts ensemble.
Variante courte acceptée (surtout numérique) :
Différents. Unis. Plus forts.
 
Message central (Une phrase)
Équipe Canada est forte car elle est diverse, et sa force nous unit.  

 
Messages clés
· Nos différences font notre force.
· Unis par la feuille d’érable.
· Plusieurs identités. Une seule équipe.
· Ensemble, nous sommes plus forts.

(Ne pas tout utiliser à la fois — simplicité avant tout.)
Déclaration courte officielle
À utiliser dans les discours, présentations, bios, communiqués :
Équipe Canada — l’union fait la force.
 
Version courte pour contexte éditorial
(Articles, publications, narration simple)
Les athlètes d’Équipe Canada ont emprunté des parcours variés, mais lorsqu’ils portent la feuille d’érable, leurs chemins s'unissent. L’union fait la force.

Messages pour médias sociaux (FR)
Phrases courtes
· L’union fait la force 
· Différents, mais unis.
· Plus forts ensemble.
· Une seule équipe.

Formules visuelles
· Notre diversité, notre force.
· Unis par le Canada.
· Force collective. Fierté canadienne.

Hashtags simples
· #LUnionFaitLaForce
· #EquipeCanada
· #PlusFortsEnsemble
 
Règles simples à respecter
✔ Toujours utiliser « L’union fait la force » comme thème principal
✔ Éviter de traduire littéralement Mighty
✔ Privilégier : union, force collective, ensemble
✔ Garder les messages courts, clairs et constants


